Experience with laparoscopic splenectomy for ABO-incompatible living related renal transplantation.
To determine whether laparoscopic splenectomy for ABO-incompatible living related renal transplantation is safe and effective. From July 2000 to May 2002, laparoscopic splenectomy was performed on the day of transplantation in 10 patients undergoing ABO-incompatible living related renal transplantation. Perioperative and postoperative data, including operative time, blood loss, and complications, were evaluated. The mean operative time was 79 minutes. Intraoperative blood loss ranged from 25 mL to 600 mL (mean 130 mL). Transfusion was not required in any case. One patient required open conversion because of bleeding from the splenic hilum. The serum amylase value was slightly elevated postoperatively in four patients but normalized with conservative treatment. One patient had bleeding from a trocar port wound, which was likewise treated conservatively. No complications, including postoperative renal dysfunction or fatal infections, that were considered attributable to the laparoscopic procedure were noted. Laparoscopic splenectomy performed simultaneously with renal transplantation is a safe and efficacious procedure for ABO-incompatible living related renal transplantation.